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PACK! THAT! PANTRY!
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

MEA EVENTS
MEA has tons of opportunities
to learn more about what they
have to offer through the end
of the year.

Read more on page 4

There’s still time to pack the
pantry for the fall semester!

You know the drill: you can drop
off nonperishable food and
hygiene items at any of the listed
donation boxes.

Pack the Pantry runs until
Wednesday, Sept. 30, but the
Cardinal Food Pantry is happily
accepting donations all year long.

IN THIS ISSUE:

SVSU-SSA.ORG @SVSUSUPPORTSTAFF

Where to donate:

HHS - First Floor Lobby
Wickes Hall - W168
Student Life Office - SC101
Curtiss Hall - C300
Zahnow Library
University Police
-OR-
Schedule A Drop Off!

Grievance Reports
September 2026

STAY UP TO DATE

SVSUSSA@GMAIL.COM
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Grievances
In Process: 1
Arbitration: 0
Pending: 2

HR - Complaints/Issues
Active: 2
Policy concerns: 5

TREASURER NOMINATIONS
With an election coming up in
December, we’re asking
interested members to throw
their hat into the ring!

Read more on page 3

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=_0UPVYM-oUKX2XCtiTWwxT1cOwJ8TDtEtZl3shP98mpUQUpGOFhNTUVEOFlFT0JKOVlUMTRBSkY4SC4u&route=shorturl


different health insurance
packages, explain the costs
and differences, answer
questions and let you vote
on which package you
preferred.

Unfortunately, that meeting
will no longer be necessary.

We learned today that our
request to take the issue to
the Board of Control and
reopen the contract will not
move forward.

I know that is disappointing. I
am disappointed too. We
believed the alternative was
worth pursuing because it
could have saved our
members significant money,
and we kept working on it
until we received a final
answer.

So, where does that leave
us?

We have been offered some
changes to our current
health insurance plans and
the ability to add a new third
plan and that should provide
some relief from the
increase, although not nearly
as much as we had hoped.

Health Insurance Update
RICKERT REPORT
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Health insurance continues
to be one of the biggest
challenges we face, and
unfortunately, 2027 will be no
different.

We are looking at a 15.4%
increase in health insurance
costs for 2027. An increase of
that size will have a
significant impact on what
our members pay for
coverage, and your SSA
leadership has spent the last
couple of weeks looking for
ways to lessen that impact.

For the last 10 days, we have
been working closely with
MESSA, Faculty Association,
HR and our MEA Executive
Director (Rhonda) to see if
there was a way to reopen
the health insurance portion
of our contract and consider
different plans that could
save our members more
money.
For a while, it looked like we
might have a path forward.

As recently as Thursday, we
were preparing to hold an
Emergency General
Membership Meeting on
Friday. Our plan was to
present members with two
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deb Rickert
SSA President

Your Executive Board will
meet with our UniServ
Director on Tuesday to
review those changes, ask
questions and decide how
we move forward. Once that
meeting takes place, we will
share the information with
you and explain what the
changes will mean for your
2027 coverage and costs.
I know the information has
changed quickly over the
last several days. Believe me,
it has been changing quickly
on our end too. But our goal
hasn't changed. We are
trying to find every way we
can to lessen the impact of
these rising costs on our
members.

We didn't get the outcome
we hoped for this time. But
we asked the questions,
looked at the options and
pushed for a better
alternative until we received
a final answer.

We will keep you informed as
we work through what
comes next.

In Solidarity,
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If you are interested in running for the role
of Treasurer, contact Deb Rickert
(dmar@svsu.edu, ext. 4488).
Support Staff Association Bylaws, Section 4.4:

The Treasurer shall hold the funds of the
Association and disburse them according to the
decisions of the Executive board, maintain a roll
of members, keep accurate accounts of
receipts and expenditures, report to each
meeting of the Association and Executive Board,
prepare an annual financial statement for the
membership, keep the President and Executive
Board informed of the financial condition of the
Association, and assist in drafting the annual
budget. The Treasurer shall be bonded, and the
Association shall provide for an annual audit of
the books.

Sarah Deford

Sarah Vincent

Russell Bennet

Terry Bouza

Karen
Roseberry

Silas Parker

Demi
Wolosonowich

UPCOMING EVENTS

Get Involved with SVSU MI ACE
CAMPUS INVOLVEMENT
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Members of the campus
community are invited to
participate in MI ACE Women’s
Network events this fall.
These gatherings provide an
opportunity to connect with
colleagues, build relationships
across campus, and engage in
conversations that support
professional growth and
leadership.
To register for 
events, fill out 
this form or scan 
the QR code!
See SSA Contract Article 
5.500 - Professional Improvement for details
regarding supervise approved release time
for professional development sessions.
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WORK ANNIVERSARIES!

Protect Yourself From ID
Theft
MEA has partnered with Securus ID / Aura to
provide members with access to a
complimentary ID Theft Recovery plan.
Members can register for the plan and
receive plan information at
mea.securusid.com.
Members also have access to Aura’s all-in-
one protection plans with a 50% member
discount.

MEA RESOURCES

FA/SSA Banquet: Murder by Midterms
Friday, Oct. 16 from 5:30p - 8:30p
You’re invited to a night of food, drinks,
awards, and... MURDER!
Tickets are $20 each and can be
purchased from select Faculty
Secretaries before Thursday, Oct. 8.
Attendees are encouraged to wear a red shirt for
the evening.

Pack the Pantry 2026
Monday, Aug. 31 - Wednesday, Sept. 30
Help the SVSU campus community
and donate shelf-stable food and
hygiene items around campus! Or fill
out the form to contact the Student
Life office to arrange a drop-off time.

Executive Board Meeting
Thursday, October 8 @ 12p
Board meetings are held every second
Thursday of the month to discuss union
members. Any member can attend, but
cannot vote. Contact Deb if you’re
interested in attending.

EVENT LINEUP:
Thursday, Oct 8 , 12p-1pth

Roberta Allen Reading Room
Topic: Share What You Do (bring
your own lunch, dessert
provided)

Thursday, Nov 12 , 12p-1:30pth

Delta College - Downtown
Saginaw Campus 
Topic: TBA (luncheon provided)

Thursday, Dec. 10 , 12p-1pth

Roberta Allen Reading Room
Topic: 2027 Goal Setting (bring
your own lunch, dessert
provided)

Treasurer Nominations
EXECUTIVE BOARD

mailto:dmar@svsu.edu
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_0UPVYM-oUKX2XCtiTWwxYG7z8CwE1RFvHySmREiuVVUMllKVkM3MkZFTVNZSUJDSUY0T05DMVhRNi4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_0UPVYM-oUKX2XCtiTWwxYG7z8CwE1RFvHySmREiuVVUMllKVkM3MkZFTVNZSUJDSUY0T05DMVhRNi4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_0UPVYM-oUKX2XCtiTWwxYG7z8CwE1RFvHySmREiuVVUMllKVkM3MkZFTVNZSUJDSUY0T05DMVhRNi4u
https://mea.securusid.com/register/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=_0UPVYM-oUKX2XCtiTWwxT1cOwJ8TDtEtZl3shP98mpUQUpGOFhNTUVEOFlFT0JKOVlUMTRBSkY4SC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=_0UPVYM-oUKX2XCtiTWwxT1cOwJ8TDtEtZl3shP98mpUQUpGOFhNTUVEOFlFT0JKOVlUMTRBSkY4SC4u&route=shorturl
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HOMECOMING SEASONFall 2026 Training Schedule
MEA OPPORTUNITIES

Food Truck Event
Wednesday, Sept. 30 from 2p-6p
Members are invited to MEA’s food truck event!
Grab dinner from the TNT Food Truck and enjoy
delicious gourmet hot dogs. Free food voucher
for MEA members in good standing. Friends and
family may purchase from food truck.

Aging Like Fine Wine
Wednesday, November 4 from 5p-7p
Members are invited for an evening of wine,
cheese, and great company! Everyone is
welcome to enjoy the social event, and those
who are interested can also attend an
informative menopause training.

Social Security
Tuesday, December 1 from 5p-7p
This virtual seminar will cover all things Social
Security. A representative from the Social Security
Office will be presenting and answering all your
questions.

All meetings except Social Security
will be held at the MEA office:
1483 S Valley Center Dr
Bay City, MI 48706
Scan the QR code to register!

Homecoming is right around the
corner and is a great time to show
your SVSU spirit and cheer on our
team!

Homecoming Yard Show
Friday, Oct. 2 @ 7p
Zahnow Amphitheatre
See the Divine Nine ignite the yard
for a night of stepping, strolling,
and Greek excellence. Watch
SVSU’s NPHC chapters launce into
their signature routines as Cardinal
Pride meets Black Greek tradition.

Homecoming Parade
Saturday, Oct. 3 @ 12p
Student Life Center
The annual Homecoming Parade
is back! See how our students are
showing off and celebrating
before the big game!

Homecoming Football Game
Against Davenport University
Saturday, Oct. 3 @ 2p
Wickes Memorial Stadium
Cheer on our team and celebrate
the best day of the year! Go Cards!


